Comparative characteristics of the Israeli Newcastle disease virus field strains by means of a wide panel of monoclonal antibodies against hemagglutinin-neuraminidase glycoprotein.
Fourteen mouse monoclonal antibodies (MAB) were tested for their ability to react with 15 reference and 52 local Newcastle disease virus (NDV) strains isolated in Israel during the last decade from feral birds. All the field isolates had no antigenic difference when examined by classic serological tests. However, MAB-mediated analysis revealed wide antigenic heterogeneity amongst the studied viruses. By the pattern of the MAB reactivity, all the isolates could be distributed into 13 groups.